Why do honeybees swarm?
      When honeybees get over crowded they will make a new queen and the old queen will fly off with about two thirds of the colony.  This is nature’s way of increasing honeybee colonies and is perfectly normal.  They will usually cluster a short distance away from the old colony and send out scouts to look for a new home.  These swarm clusters can last anywhere from a few minutes to a couple of days until they dissipate when a new home is found.  Since walls or other structures could become an ideal nesting spot, having a beekeeper remove the hanging swarm could save the homeowner a lot of expense.  
	Many beekeepers will remove a swarm free of charge.  Removing an established colony from a structure is a different matter, as it is much more difficult and could damage the structure.  Fewer beekeepers may be willing to tackle the job. 
	Swarms are most often seen hanging on a tree or bush, but can sometimes be seen on almost any structure.  They appear most often in March – July, but can occasionally be seen at other times.

What should I do if I see a swarm of honeybees?
	Do not disturb the swarm. Call a beekeeper, preferably one in your general area.  Remember a swarm represents free bees to the beekeeper. Be prepared to answer the following questions.
1. Are your sure it is honeybees?  Other types of stinging insects may look similar. (bumble bees, hornets, yellow jackets, etc) Fewer beekeepers may be willing to help you with these.  You may need to call a pest control company for them.
2. If it’s a swarm, are you sure it’s still there?  They may be gone when the scouts find a new home.
3. If it’s a swarm, how high is it off the ground?
4. If it’s in a structure, how high is the entrance?  
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Beekeepers listed will be glad to remove swarms of honey bees at no charge if the bees are a reasonable distance from the beekeeper and the bees are not embedded in a structure such as a chimney, wall, etc.


					www.ocbeeks.com

Onslow County Beekeepers Association
Swarm Removal List

Name		Contact			Inside of Structures?	Maximum Height		Location ____________
Brian Beasley	(910)326-4128				Yes				16 ft			Swansboro
													_________________________________
Frank Hambrick	(910)326-4159 (Home)		Yes				18 ft			Swansboro
________________(910)526-3187 (Cell)____________________________________________________________________________
Butch Velez		(910)554-4900 			Yes				18 ft			Swansboro
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Scott Taylor		(910)787-2577				Yes				24 ft			Hubert
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Butch Lewis		(910)467-4698				Yes				18 ft			Northwoods
________________(910)938-7343_________________________________________________________________________________
O. C. Rogers	(910)548-2360				No				16 ft			Hwy 24-258 (Race Track)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chris Barbee	(910)787-2817 (Cell)			No				18 ft			Richlands
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Keenan Shepard	(910)347-1472				Yes				18 ft			Harris Creek
________________(910)330-6483_________________________________________________________________________________
Roland Reed	(910)327-9600				No				10 ft			Sneads Ferry
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Frank Sanders	(910)545-6729				No				20 ft			Jacksonville
         _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	     * Fee may apply for removal of honeybees from structures.
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